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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The Maryland Gang Threat Assessment is a public document released by the Maryland 
Coordination and Analysis Center (MCAC). The goal of this document is twofold: 1) to inform the 
public of gang-related trends throughout the state of Maryland, and 2) to examine gang legislation 
and anti-gang community initiatives that successfully curb gang activity. 

Street gangs, prison gangs, and Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs (OMGs) are the most common types 
of gangs in the region.  Each gang has distinctive characteristics that distinguish it from the others.   
The Maryland Coordination and Analysis Center has identified the gangs below as the top threats 
in Maryland: 

Black Guerrilla Family Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13) 
Bloods 18th Street 
Dead Man Inc. Pagans MC 

Gang-related activity is not specific to one area of Maryland. Many gangs have migrated out of 
metropolitan areas into suburbia and rural areas to escape the scrutiny of law enforcement.  Law 
enforcement in smaller geographic areas is assumed to be less prepared to curb gang activity.  

It is in these suburban and rural areas where gang members find new members and expand their 
operations. Gang members coax teens in neighborhoods and area schools to join gangs through 
threats and intimidation.  Gang members also offer kids a “family” of protection. Furthermore, 
drugs and alcohol are used to entice teens to join gangs. i  

Common amongst gangs, the felonies presenting the largest threats to Maryland communities 
include murder, attempted murder, assault, firearms violations, possession of controlled 
dangerous substances (CDS) with intent to distribute, conspiracy to distribute CDS, and witness 
intimidation. Profits from drug sales, sex trafficking and weapons trafficking are instrumental in 
supporting gang operations. ii 

 

 
  

MCAC Feedback Survey 
Please take a moment to complete an online survey to evaluate the quality and value 
of this product.  Your response will help us serve you more effectively in the future.   

https://mcacsurvey.wufoo.com/forms/maryland-gang-threat-assessment-2021/
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PURPOSE 
The Maryland Gang Threat Assessment (MGTA) intends to inform decision-makers, 
stakeholders, first responders, other public safety officials, critical infrastructure owners/operators 
and the public about key gang threats to the State of Maryland.  

SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY 
The MGTA describes trends and patterns observed among gang threats between 1 January 2019 
and 31 December 2021.  MCAC bases its analysis on open-source reporting.  

Information cutoff: 31 December 2021  
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INTRODUCTION 
MARYLAND DEMOGRAPHICS 
According to the 2020 United States Census, the population of Maryland is 6,177,224, with 9.4% 
of the population living below the poverty line. iii  

Baltimore is the largest city in Maryland, with a population of 575,584. iv  As of 2020, 21.2% of 
Baltimore City’s population was living below the poverty line. 

 
Source: The Business Journal 

While metropolitan cities like Baltimore are hubs for gang activity, gang members oftentimes live 
outside these cities.  Gang associates travel to Baltimore from all 23 counties in Maryland. 

Maryland experiences a significant amount of MS-13 activity. A contributing factor is the 
concentration of El Salvadorian immigrants living in the state of Maryland.  According to the 2019 
US Census, approximately 198,863 El Salvadorian immigrants reside in Maryland, many of whom 
are illegal immigrants.v    

Poverty, escape, despair, protection, comradery, and excitement are all motivations for joining a 
gang. Gangs provide protection for juveniles who are otherwise targeted by rival groups.  Gang 
members engage in drug distribution, robbery, burglary, human trafficking and prostitution; all are 
quick, illegal ways to finance their operations. 

What is a gang? 

The federal definition of a criminal street gang, as written in 18 USC § 521, is as follows: 

A “criminal street gang” is an ongoing group, club, organization, or association of five or more 
persons— 

A. that has as one of its primary purposes the commission of one or more of the criminal 
offenses described in subsection (c); 

B. the members of which engage, or have engaged within the past five years, in a continuing 
series of offenses described in subsection (c); and 

C. the activities of which affect interstate or foreign commerce.vi 

The Maryland Criminal Law Code 9-801 defines a criminal organization as:  

A. an enterprise whose members: 
1. Individually or collectively engage in a pattern of organized crime activity; 
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2. have as one of their primary objectives or activities the commission of one or more 
underlying crimes, including acts by juveniles that would be underlying crimes if 
committed by adults; and 

3. have in common an overt or covert organizational or command structure. 
 

B. An “enterprise” includes: 
1. a sole proprietorship, partnership, corporation, business trust, or other legal entity; or 
2. any group of individuals associated in fact, although not a legal entity. 
 

C. A “pattern of organized crime activity” means the commission of, attempted commission 
of, conspiracy to commit, or solicitation of two or more underlying crimes or acts by a 
juvenile that would be an underlying crime if committed by an adult, provided the crimes 
or acts were not part of the same incident.vii 

 

TYPES OF GANGS 
STREET GANGS 
Street gangs comprise most of the gangs in Maryland.  Some gangs, such as the Bloods and the 
Crips, are part of larger, more intricate, national networks.  Others, including Mara Salvatrucha 
(MS-13), work transnationally with contacts in El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras.  Still others 
are neighborhood-based gangs or crews that lack national name recognition yet serve as a viable 
threat. 

Street gangs frequently divide into sets, cliques, chapters, and crews that exist under the umbrella 
of a larger gang organization.  These sets are more loosely structured with less centralized 
leadership.  For example, rules adopted by one Crip set in one geographic location may not apply 
in another. Because of this, each set, clique, or crew is considered its own gang with its own 
identifying characteristics.  

Common gang identifiers include tattoos, hats, jewelry, bandanas, belts, language, and hand 
signs. Historically, gangs have subscribed to specific colors, symbols and letters, but are now 
becoming more discreet as to not draw attention to themselves. 

A gang’s ethnic composition depends on its rules and bylaws. Though not every gang has a formal 
set of rules, in some cases, membership is limited to specific races or backgrounds.  This is 
particularly evident in gangs like MS-13, where Hispanic descent is a prerequisite.  Conversely, 
gangs such as the 18th Street gang are multi-ethnic, comprised of African Americans, 
Caucasians, Indians and Asians. viii  The Bloods (Brotherly Love Overcomes Oppression and 
Destruction) typically welcome all races and genders.ix   

Males make up most of the regional gang membership, and female membership may be 
prohibited altogether.  When females are eligible to join, they join as non-ranking associates and 
treated like property. Female gang members are tasked with sexual favors and ancillary 
responsibilities such as grooming victims, moving prison contraband, and helping to commit or 
cover up crimes.   
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A local case illustrates this point. In 2017, a female associate of MS-13 lured a female associate 
of the 18th Street gang to a secluded area in Crownsville.  Once lured, several MS-13 members 
suffocated the 18th street associate, then stabbed her repeatedly and decapitated her.x  

Generally, the ages of street gang members range from early teens to the early thirties. 
Occasionally, older men join gangs to make money.  In 2019, a retired 72-year old Maryland 
aviation worker was sentenced to prison for firearms, racketeering and drug crimes while working 
in the Black Guerrilla Family (BGF) network.xi    

Gangs recruit out of Maryland middle schools and high schools. Fifteen-year-old Alexandria 
Reyes-Rivas was stabbed with a large stick by MS-13 members to avenge the death of a fellow 
MS-13 member. Her mother believes Alexandria was recruited out of her Gaithersburg middle 
school.xii    

MS-13 even recruits elementary-aged prospects out of Hispanic communities.  Once recruited, 
younger adolescents commit simple assaults and larceny.  Over time, they graduate to more 
violent crimes and drug trafficking.xiii    

There is a wide continuum of gang initiation requirements. The gang initiation process compels 
many prospects to commit violent crimes to prove they are not part of law enforcement.  Other 
members are “jumped in” and beaten by gang members for a specific amount of time. Girls are 
oftentimes “sexed in” and forced to have sexual intercourse with multiple gang members.    Other 
recruits are required to memorize and recite bylaws as part of their initiation.   

If recruits have earned the respect of a high-ranking member, they can be “blessed in” or held 
exempt from any initiation requirements. Most gang members are not able to get out of the gang 
because of what they know about the organization.  Some gangs have a saying “blood in, blood 
out”.xiv  

 
LOCAL AND NEIGHBORHOOD GANGS 
Local and neighborhood gangs are smaller, geographically-based gangs that are not part of a 
larger hierarchy.  Local and neighborhood gangs may be more difficult to identify because they 
don’t use national gang identifiers.  Regardless of their size, local and neighborhood gangs strive 
to be just as dangerous to surrounding communities. 

Hybrid gangs oftentimes exist as neighborhood gangs and consist of mixed ethnic participation 
from multiple gangs.  They have vague rules about conduct and subscribe to gang identifiers from 
multiple gangs.xv   In October 2020, in Monmouth County, New Jersey, the leader of the G-Shine 
Bloods joined forces with the Grape Street Crips to form an intricate drug ring that trafficked 
heroin, cocaine, prescription pills and marijuana.  A dogfighting operation was created to fund the 
gangs’ activities.xvi    
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PRISON GANGS 
The Maryland Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services (DPSCS) classifies prison 
gangs as Security Threat Groups (STGs). STGs are comprised of three or more individuals who 
share a common goal, symbolism or philosophy and who pose a threat to the staff, inmates or 
public.

xviii

xvii Inmates join prison gangs for protection and comradery. Once in, STG members secure 
contraband and plan crimes with contacts on the “outside”.  

STG bylaws dictate who is eligible to join.  In some cases, only certain races can join an STG. 
One example is the BGF, whose membership is limited to African Americans.  However, in some 
facilities, gangs of different races will conspire or form alliances.  BGF has aligned with Dead Man 
Incorporated, a predominantly white gang, to carry out certain criminal acts.  The Aryan 
Brotherhood has conspired with Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs in the past because of similar beliefs. 

Members of smaller Maryland prison gangs usually drop their gang affiliations upon release.  
However, members of larger STGs maintain allegiance to their prison gangs. They commit crimes 
to finance gang operations and serve as go-betweens with members of drug trafficking 
organizations.xix 

BLACK GUERILLA FAMILY 
The Black Guerilla Family, also known as “BGF”, “Black Family” and “Black Vanguard”, was 
formed in 1966 by the Black Panther George Jackson as a shield of protection from racism and 
violence in the California prison system.  With the help of Ray Olivias, a former inmate in the 
California Prison system, the BGF migrated to Maryland in 1996. Olivias adopted the pre-existing 
hierarchy and constitution in California and took the ideas back to Maryland prisons.xx   

The Black Guerilla Family is the largest STG in Maryland.  In March 2019, a high-ranking member 
of BGF was sentenced to 35 years in prison for racketeering charges inclusive of narcotics 
distribution and conspiracy to murder a Blood’s gang member in Baltimore.xxi   This member had 
coordinated much of the drug trafficking in specific areas of Baltimore City.  

The Black Guerilla Family organizes its members into “regimes” or “bubbles” related to specific 
territories in and around Baltimore and the 23 surrounding Maryland counties.  It is through these 
areas where open-air drug markets are established.xxii    Each “bubble” reports to a higher-ranked 
statesman in charge of larger territories.  Business is conducted and disputes are resolved 
through this organizational structure.   

DEAD MAN INCORPORATED 
Dead Man Incorporated (DMI), a predominantly white prison gang, was founded in the Maryland 
prison system by Perry Roark in the late 1990s or early 2000s.  Roark merged three existing 
gangs after he was rejected by the BGF for being white.xxiii    He was sentenced to life in prison 
in 2013 on federal racketeering charges.   

DMI consists of male and female members, and oftentimes aligns with BGF. It is the most 
established homegrown prison gang in Maryland. Like BGF, Dead Man Incorporated membership 
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is not limited to prisons.  Many members operate outside the Maryland corrections system while 
getting directives from senior members behind bars.xxiv     

In March 2020, a known DMI member was arrested for a probation violation and several counts 
of illegal weapon possession in Thurmont, Maryland.  After a warrant was served, several illegally- 
obtained weapons were seized from his nearby residence.xxv 

ARYAN BROTHERHOOD 
The Aryan Brotherhood, otherwise known as “The Brand”, “Alice Baker”, and “AB”, is the oldest 
white supremacist prison gang in the United States.  It was founded in 1964 in San Quentin, 
California as a form of protection for inmatesxxvi.  The gang’s motto is “blood in, blood out”. Once 
a member, to leave the gang, one must die or engage in violence.   

In prisons, members of the Aryan Brotherhood are known for drug trafficking, prostitution, 
gambling and extortion.xxvii  Outside of prison, AB members participate in robberies, murder, drug 
manufacturing, drug distribution and counterfeiting.  

In September 2020, An Anne Arundel County judge handed down the maximum sentence to two 
members of the Aryan Brotherhood who killed a Dead Man Incorporated inmate by stabbing him 
over 50 times at the Maryland Correctional Institution Jessup.  The victim was attacked as 
retribution for a gang-related assault against an Aryan Brotherhood member at a different 
prison.xxviii  

 
OUTLAW MOTORCYCLE GANGS 
Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs (OMGs), or the “1 percenters”, are the 1% of all motorcycle gangs who 
are non-conforming “outlaws”. The American Motorcyclist Association (AMA) conceptualized this 
term in response to a 1947 motorcycle event that escalated and resulted in several assaults and 
arrests. The AMA defended the reputations of its members and asserted that 99 percent of bikers 
are law-abiding citizens, and the last “one percent” is “outlaws.”xxix  Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs 
(OMGs) have adopted this “1 Percenter” symbol, and openly display it on their apparel and 
belongings.  

 
1 PERCENTER PATCHES    SOURCE: ALIBABA.COM 

Relative to street gangs, the age range amongst Outlaw Motorcycle Gang members is older.  
OMGs are tightly organized and, like street gangs, aggressively compete for power and 
territory.xxx  Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs have had a presence in Maryland since the 1950s. 
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Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs share similar organizational structures. Elected officers include the 
President, Vice President, Treasurer, Road Captain and Sergeant-At-Arms.

xxxii

xxxi Typically, there 
are four levels of membership including the “friend of the club”, which is an associate; the “hang 
around”, which has not announced an intention to join; the “prospect”, which is a new prospective 
member being tested; and the “patch member” which is an established, senior member of the 
gang   

 

THE PAGAN’S 
The Pagan’s motorcycle gang is one of the four most dangerous OMG’s in the nation and has 
ties to the Italian Mafia and Aryan Brotherhood.xxxiii

xxxiv
   In the United States, there are over 1300 

Pagan’s members in 100 chapters.    The number “4” is often sewn in their jackets, representing 
the ‘Live and Die’ motto. xxxv 

The Pagan’s has enjoyed a 50% surge in membership over the last three years.  The Pagan’s 
boosted membership by allowing dark-skinned Hispanics and Asians to join for the first time in its 
history. xxxvi  

 
Pagan's patch 

Source: onepercenterbikers.com 
The Pagan’s goal is to be the prominent OMG on the East Coast, and the gang has become more 
violent as a result. The Pagan’s engages in drive-by shootings, unprovoked physical assaults, 
and brutal attacks on adversaries.xxxvii  

After a violent attack on a Hell’s Angels member at a Newark gas station two years ago, law 
enforcement began looking at the Pagan’s more closely. Violent attacks such as these are 
becoming more common and are indicative of the Pagan’s resurgence in the Mid-Atlantic states, 
specifically in New Jersey.xxxviii   

In September 2019, two Hell’s Angels followed a lone Pagan’s member into a gas station in 
Frederick, Maryland.  After words and punches were exchanged, the Pagan’s member was 
stabbed.  Eventually, both clubs were interviewed and medically treated.  The Hell’s Angel was 
arrested for the assault, but the charges were eventually dropped.xxxix 



RELEASABLE TO THE PUBLIC 

 
 

10 
RELEASABLE TO THE PUBLIC  

Although the Hell’s Angels do not have a strong presence in Maryland, they are very active in 
surrounding states.  In May 2020 three New York Hell’s Angels were charged with murdering the 
Bronx Pagan’s leader in retaliation for an attack on Hell’s Angels’ headquarters four months 
earlier.xl  

In August 2021, A fight between rival motorcycle gangs at an Essex bar led to the arrest of seven 
men, two of whom are from Dundalk. The men, who are allegedly members of the Pagan’s 
motorcycle club, were pulled over after police responded to a fight involving a gun. Nine alleged 
members of the Pagan’s beat down a rival member, striking him on the head several times.xli 

In October 2021, Keith Richter, the national president of the Pagan’s, aka “Conan”, was 
sentenced to 33 months in prison as a convicted felon possessing a firearm. In February 2021 
Richter was traveling home from a Pagan’s party in Lancaster, Pennsylvania and was stopped in 
Mercer County, New Jersey. A loaded P345 .45 caliber handgun was seen in the vehicle in which 
Richter was riding. Later, a search warrant was conducted at Richter’s residence, where the 
handgun was recovered by police.xlii   

 

WHEELS OF SOUL 
The Wheels of Soul is a 1%er  motorcycle gang that was founded in Philadelphia in 1967. It is a 
400-500-member multi-ethnic OMG but is predominantly black.xliii  Members use the tag “WFFW”, 
which stands for “Wheels Forever, Forever Wheels”.xliv

 
WOS patch   Source: onepercenterbikers.com 

 

In September 2020, several people were shot outside the Wheels of Soul Clubhouse in Baltimore 
City.  One person died, and several others were injured.  Law enforcement is unsure of the motive. 
xlv   

In May 2020, two Philadelphia men were shot and killed by members of Wheels of Soul in 
Camden, New Jersey.  This happened just hours before three men were shot outside the Wheels 
and Soul clubhouse in Philadelphia.xlvi  
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THUNDERGUARDS MC 
The Thunderguards Motorcycle Club is a black 1%er motorcycle gang founded in 1965 in 
Wilmington, Delaware.   

 
Thunderguards patch  Source: onepercenterbikers.com 

One of their mottos is “As Brothers We Ride, with Black Pride”.xlvii

xlviii

  In August 2020, a suspected 
Thunderguard member in Coatesville, Pennsylvania was charged with several counts of 
possession of a controlled substance with intent to deliver, dealing in unlawful activities, receiving 
stolen property and illegal possession of firearms.  Three illegal firearms, Thunderguard literature, 
more than $60,000 in cash, cocaine, methamphetamine, prescription pills, drug packaging and 
manufacturing materials were seized by police in a raid of his home.  
 

STATEWIDE GANG TRENDS  
The following gang-related trends have been identified in Maryland: 

USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA 
Youth gangs regularly use social media to communicate, recruit, and intimidate rival gang 
members.  Social media such as Facebook®, Instagram®, SnapChat®, Signal®,  WhatsApp®, 
Telegram®, TikTok® and You Tube® are popular platforms used by Maryland gangs.   

Social media is useful for exaggerating actions to “one-up” rival gang members.  Gang members 
exaggerate behaviors to convey gang allegiance, even when they are trying to pull out of a gang 
behind the scenes.  Social media serves as an efficient mode of communication, enabling street 
gangs to issue threats beyond their geographic areas. YouTube, for example, reaches thousands 
of people at a time and is one of the most heavily used forms of social media.  

In Baltimore, The Eight Trey Gangsta (ETG) Crips used social media 1) to claim drug territories, 
2) to intimidate rival gangs and witnesses, and 3) to enhance their status.  Members of the ETG 
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Crips posted photographs and rap videos to social media websites flaunting firearms and 
threatening to kill anyone standing in their way.xlix  

In 2019, the Murdaland Mafia Piru (MMP), a local Baltimore gang, posted graphic photographs 
and depictions of gun violence on social media to threaten anyone who interfered with the gang’s 
activities.l  

RECRUITMENT OF CORRECTIONS STAFF 
Corrections officers in Maryland prisons are occasionally exploited to carry out gang-related 
duties.  The following cases illustrate this trend. 

April 2019 – A former Anne Arundel County Sheriff’s employee was sentenced to more than one 
year in federal prison after leaking sensitive information to a gang. This former employee used 
her position at the sheriff’s office to provide information to a violent Annapolis drug trafficking 
organization.li  

April 2019 – Nineteen people, including Bloods members and three prison guards, were arrested 
and charged with running a smuggling ring in Maryland Correctional Institute Jessup. The 
accused peddled heroin, cell phones and pornography in exchange for payments via sex, Pay 
Pal and Western Union money orders.lii  

September 2019 - A former Maryland corrections officer was sentenced to at least 20 years in 
prison for his strong ties to the Eight-Trey Crips street gang.  The corrections officer used his 
position at the Maryland Correctional Institute Jessup to support 8-Trey Crips by smuggling 
contraband and delivering prison intelligence to the gang.  Law enforcement searched his home 
and found handwritten evidence of his gang membership.liii   

August 2020 – Nine people, including three correctional officers, were indicted in an alleged 
racketeering conspiracy at the Chesapeake Detention Facility in downtown Baltimore.  The 
accused included three correctional officers, four inmates and two outside facilitators.liv  

 

SEX TRAFFICKING 
Statistically, victims of sex trafficking are under the age of 18 and are oftentimes reported 
runaways or missing persons. On the streets, these girls befriend gang members and are 
brainwashed into believing that they need gangs for survival and familial support. Specific 
instances of gang-related sex trafficking in Maryland include: 

January 2019 – A 52- year-old known associate of MS-13 was arrested for paying $100 for sex 
with a 14-year old girl in a Wheaton residence, then blackmailing her. Pinos Locos, a clique of 
MS-13, repeatedly used this victim for sex and drug dealing.  The victim tried to flee but was later 
caught and beaten with a baseball bat in a Kensington backyard. The girl recalled more than 25 
excruciating blows to her body. Such attacks were used as a form of intimidation to keep the girls 
in line.lv  

August 2020 - Eleven members or close associates of MS-13 in Maryland and Northern Virginia 
were charged with multiple counts of sexual exploitation and physical abuse of a 13-year old girl.  
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The men were accused of repeatedly beating the girl, a runaway, into submission with a baseball 
bat, and then trafficking her for sex.  This included several sexual acts where men lined up to 
have coerced intercourse with her.  Gang members beat her over two dozen times when she did 
not comply. lvi 

October 2021 - Gang leader David Tico Brown and associate Michael Anthony Copeland pled 
guilty to multiple offenses for their role in the “Brown Drug Trafficking Organization” throughout 
Anne Arundel County, Baltimore County, and Baltimore City. Brown used the hotel to cook, 
package and distribute narcotics. Women were forced into sex trafficking in exchange for a hotel 
room, money and drugs. lvii 

 

ILLEGAL RESIDENCY 
Many Maryland gang members reside in the United States illegally.  MS-13 is comprised of many 
undocumented aliens, and some return to the United States after being deported to their native 
countries. MS-13 and 18th Street gang members are reportedly dressing up as migrants at the 
United States border to prevent detection.lviii Some examples of gang-related cases involving 
illegal residency are described below:  

May 2020 –Five MS-13 members were arrested for the murder of 16-year-old Gabriela Alejandra 
Gonzalez Ardon near the Loch Raven reservoir in rural Baltimore County.  The victim was 
reported missing from Glen Cove, New York in March 2019.  It is believed that she was targeted 
for communicating with a rival gang.  Three of the five suspects were in the United States 
illegally.lix  

August 2020 –Ten MS-13 members were charged with murdering 21-year old Daniel Cuellar in 
July 2020.  Cuellar flashed a rival 18th Street Gang sign outside a Towson apartment complex. 
Surveillance cameras showed the perpetrators following the victim from a Loch Raven Village 
laundromat and stabbing him with a machete and a knife. Most of the accused were 
undocumented Salvadorans, and one was an illegal alien from Mexico.lx  

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF GANG ACTIVITY BY REGION 
Examples of gang-related activity in the four major regions of Maryland are highlighted in the 
following section: 

BALTIMORE REGION  
(ANNE ARUNDEL, BALTIMORE, BALTIMORE CITY, CARROLL, CECIL, HARFORD, AND 
HOWARD COUNTIES) 
NOTABLE GANG ACTIVITY 
June 2019 – Fourteen suspected members of the J30 Payback Crips were arrested in connection 
with a month’s long drug investigation in Northeast Baltimore. Police seized 200 grams of cocaine, 
236 grams of heroin and fentanyl, three guns and over $40,000 in cash.lxi 



RELEASABLE TO THE PUBLIC 

 
 

14 
RELEASABLE TO THE PUBLIC  

July 2019 – Four members of the violent Baltimore Hillside Gang were sentenced to at least 20 
years in federal prison for federal racketeering charges including the sale of cocaine, heroin, 
oxycodone and marijuana.  This gang operated in the Cherry Hill neighborhood in Baltimore.lxii  

August 2020 – At least 15 people were indicted in Anne Arundel County on conspiracy and gang 
participation charges for their alleged roles in a criminal enterprise that dealt drugs and trafficked 
women out of hotels.  The gang primarily operated out of hotels in Brooklyn Park, yet members 
migrated to northern and western Anne Arundel County and parts of Baltimore and Baltimore 
County to distribute heroin and fentanyl, cocaine, MDMA, methamphetamine, oxycodone and 
marijuana.lxiii 

June 2021 - Gary Creek, the founder of the Triple-C gang and a resident of Baltimore, died from 
a self-inflicted wound after a three-hour standoff with Georgia police. He was one of 15 alleged 
members of the “Cruddy Conniving Crutballs” (CCC) indicted for crimes connected to a drug-
dealing operation in east Baltimore. The list of charges against members of the Triple-C gang 
include 18 murders and 27 attempted murders.lxiv  

EASTERN REGION 
(CAROLINE, DORCHESTER, KENT, QUEEN ANNE’S, SOMERSET, TALBOT, WICOMICO, AND 
WORCESTER COUNTIES) 

NOTABLE GANG ACTIVITY 
February 2019 – “Operation Hide and Seek” was an initiative that brought together the Maryland 
State Police Gang Enforcement Unit, Salisbury Police Department and other allied agencies in 
Maryland, Delaware, and Virginia.  Its goal was to find and arrest suspects with active warrants. 
Eleven gang members were arrested, including members of the Bloods and Crips.lxv 

April 2019 – Maryland State Police, in conjunction with law enforcement agencies in Wicomico 
and Dorchester Counties, apprehended suspects with open arrest warrants. At least three Bloods 
members were arrested.lxvi  

March 2020 – Two known members of a local Bloods set were indicted on counts of attempted 
first-degree murder, attempted second-degree murder, malicious wounding, use of a firearm in a 
felony, and possession of a gun by a felon.  These incidents occurred on the Eastern Shore in 
Accomac, Virginia, about 35 miles from the Maryland-Virginia border.    One of the accused was 
apprehended at a motel in Pocomoke City, Maryland.lxvii 

WESTERN METRO REGION 
(CHARLES, CALVERT, MONTGOMERY, PRINCE GEORGE’S, ST. MARY’S COUNTIES) 

NOTABLE GANG ACTIVITY 

February 2019 -Members of a Northern Virginia MS-13 clique murdered a fellow member of the 
gang.  The 16-year old victim from Fairfax was killed inside a home in Landover Hills and his 
remains were transported to Stafford County.lxviii  
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May 2019 – A 14-year old girl was stabbed with a machete and beaten with a baseball bat by a 
group of teens who were worried she would tell the police about a crime the group had committed. 
Prince George’s County police said the death was an MS-13 related killing.lxix 

December 2019 - Police charged four members of the 18th Street Gang with the murder of 19-
year-old Sara Gutierrez-Villatoro, a runaway from Washington, D.C.  Her body was recovered in 
a wooded area in Dickerson, Maryland.  Police believe that Gutierrez-Villatoro had betrayed fellow 
gang members, and because of that, the accused ordered her murder.lxx  

August 2020 – A known leader of the Delicias Locos Salvatruchas Clique of MS-13 in Oxon Hill 
was charged with conspiring to engage in the illegal trafficking of firearms, engaging in the 
business of dealing in firearms without a license, and seven counts of possession of a firearm by 
a person previously convicted of a crime.  The accused led a firearm trafficking conspiracy where 
he obtained firearms from an MS-13 associate and sold them in Washington, DC for a profit at 
least eight times. Included in his arsenal were ten firearms and an assault rifle.lxxi  

WESTERN REGION 
(ALLEGANY, FREDERICK, GARRETT, AND WASHINGTON COUNTIES) 

NOTABLE GANG ACTIVITY 

April 2019 – A 16-year old’s body was found by fishermen near the Chain Bridge in Washington, 
DC.  The victim, a Frederick high school student, was beaten and repeatedly stabbed with a 
machete by three MS-13 members.  One hand was completely severed from his body and the 
other was partially detached.lxxii 

September 2019 – A state prison inmate at Roxbury Correctional Institution in Hagerstown, 
Maryland was sentenced to an additional seven years for assaulting another prisoner who wanted 
to leave the Bloods gang.lxxiii 

February 2020 – A Frederick man already arrested for drug offenses in September 2019, was 
charged with first degree murder and attempted first-degree murder for the shooting of a witness 
who was to testify against the shooter in another case. The shooter was a member of PA-32, a 
local Frederick gang.lxxiv  

May 2020 – Twenty-one members of a drug trafficking organization comprised of Bloods 
members were charged with more than 60 counts of distribution of fentanyl, heroin, and cocaine, 
as well as the trafficking of firearms from New York to Allegany County. Authorities seized more 
than 1,200 grams of fentanyl with a street value of $192,000, more than 99 grams of heroin with 
a street value of almost $16,000, and more than 475 grams of cocaine with a street value of more 
than $47,500.  Thirteen firearms were also seized.  The sting coined "Operation Blood Clot" was 
a year-long investigation that resulted in the arrest of a Cumberland kingpin from Bronx, New 
York.lxxv  

May 2020 – Two members of the Almighty Glo Boys gang were taken into custody for the 
attempted murder of a 16-year old in Hagerstown.  Both suspects were charged with attempted 
first-degree murder, attempted second-degree murder, first-and-second-degree assault and 
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reckless endangerment.  According to police, the gang members completed a drug deal with the 
victim, pistol-whipped him across the face, punched him and shot him in the groin.lxxvi 

 

RESPONSES TO GANG ACTIVITY 
MARYLAND GANG LEGISLATION 
The 2020 Maryland Criminal Law Code defines a criminal organization as an enterprise whose 
members: individually or collectively engage in a pattern of organized crime activity; have as one 
of their primary objectives or activities the commission of one or more underlying crimes, including 
acts by juveniles that would be underlying crimes if committed by adults; and have in common an 
overt or covert organizational or command structure.lxxvii 

DEFINING GANG MEMBERS 
At the time of this report, Maryland does not have a formal statute definition of what defines a 
gang member.    

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF CRIME PREVENTION, YOUTH AND VICTIM SERVICES, 
LAW ENFORCEMENT  AND COMMUNITY INITIATIVES  
Task forces made up of federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies have corroborated to 
target gang activity in Maryland communities. The Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, 
and Victim Services is instrumental in providing funding for some of these initiatives.  Examples 
of this work are below: 

January 2019 – The Black Magic drug gang, which operated in one of Baltimore’s most violent 
neighborhoods, was targeted and dismantled by the Baltimore City Major Case Squad.  This four-
month operation yielded 435 fentanyl gel caps, 100 grams of suspected fentanyl, 460 vials of 
suspected cocaine, $16000 in cash and seven illegal firearms.lxxviii   

April 2019 – Maryland State Police collaborated with law enforcement agencies in Wicomico and 
Dorchester Counties as part of a continued effort to reduce the number of active fugitive warrants 
on the lower Eastern Shore.  The goal of “Operation: On the Lamb” was to apprehend suspects 
with open arrest warrants issued through Maryland State Police and local police departments. 
This initiative resulted in 107 gang-related arrests.lxxix  This effort was a follow-up to “Operation: 
Hide and Seek”, which resulted in 41 arrests, 11 of which had ties to street gangs. 

December 2019 – In Dorchester County, suspects of open criminal investigations, fugitives, and 
gang members were targeted and apprehended. Intelligence was gathered from a case previously 
investigated by the Dorchester County Narcotics Task Force and was used to serve a search and 
seizure warrant on a Cambridge residence. As a result, 27.4 grams of Cocaine, 25.8 grams of 
Heroin/ Fentanyl mix, 1.2 pounds of Marijuana, one digital scale, three cell phones, one loaded 
40 caliber Ruger handgun and 13 live rounds of ammunition were seized.lxxx 

June 2020 – “Operation Blood Clot” was initiated by the Maryland State Police Heroin 
Investigative Unit, in conjunction with the Allegany County Narcotics Task Force and the Allegany 
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County State’s Attorney’s Office. The leader of a drug trafficking organization comprised of Bloods 
was indicted for the distribution of fentanyl, heroin, and cocaine, He was also indicted for illegal 
trafficking of firearms from New York to Allegany County.lxxxi 

September 2020 – the US Marshals Service’s Capital Area Regional Fugitive Task Force, along 
with USMS personnel from Superior and District Courts, partnered with the D.C. Metropolitan 
Police Department and several other agencies to lead “Operation Washout”.  This was a national 
initiative that focused on the investigation and arrest of violent fugitives and gang members with 
active arrest warrants.  The operation, which ran for nineteen days, led to 160 arrests, including 
18 gang members.  Twelve illegally-obtained firearms were also seized.lxxxii  

September 2020 – A strong collaboration between the Baltimore Police, State’s Attorney’s office 
and Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention, Youth and Victim Services resulted in the dismantling 
of a drug crew in West Baltimore.  Two members were arrested, five were indicted, and more than 
1000 gel caps of fentanyl were seized.  Officers also seized cocaine, cutting agents, .45 caliber 
bullets and more than $20,000 in cash from the One-Way drug crew.lxxxiii  

October 2020 – The Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) Strike Force 
Initiative, whose purpose is to target violent gangs and drug trafficking organizations, had its first 
major investigation which resulted in 19 indictments against Baltimore gang members. Charges 
included participation in a criminal gang, conspiracy to distribute narcotics, possession of a large 
volume of narcotics, and firearms violations. Maryland State Police, the Maryland Attorney 
General’s Office, the Drug Enforcement Administration, and the Baltimore City Sheriff’s Office 
each contributed to this investigation. lxxxiv  

July 2021 — More than 90 people were arrested as part of a coordinated effort by law 
enforcement at the federal, state and local levels. “Operation Washout” targeted violent criminals, 
gangs, and firearms, and was instrumental in helping Baltimore Police Department to serve 110 
warrants of some of the most violent offenderslxxxv. 

 
PERTINENT LEGISLATION 
Maryland law enforcement has benefited from better cooperation and intelligence sharing to 
combat challenges associated with gang prosecution.  Some of the more effective strategies are 
listed here: 

Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations (RICO) Act – Under this critically important 
legislation, law enforcement has successfully prosecuted some of the most notorious gang 
members in Maryland.  The RICO Act is a federal statute that provides for additional criminal 
penalties and a civil cause of action for acts performed as part of an ongoing criminal investigation. 
To prove that one has violated a RICO statute, it must be proven 1) that the criminal enterprise 
existed, 2) that the enterprise affected interstate commerce, 3) that the defendant was associated 
with or employed by the enterprise, 4) that the defendant engaged in a pattern of racketeering 
activity, and 5) that the defendant conducted in the enterprise through the commission of at least 
two acts of racketeering activity.lxxxvi  
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The Maryland Criminal Code Title § 9-804 – This code prohibits all criminal organization 
participation and has been instrumental in supporting gang member prosecutions at the state 
level.  Under this statute, it is illegal to participate in gang activity and crimes associated with such.  
Anyone committing such is guilty of a felony and upon conviction is subject to fines and 
imprisonment.lxxxvii 

MS-13 Legislation - In October 2012, the US Department of the Treasury along with the 
Department of Homeland Security/US Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s (ICE) Homeland 
Security Investigations (HSI) designated Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13) a transnational criminal 
organization.lxxxviii  

The designation entitles the Department of the Treasury under Presidential Executive Order 
13581, to freeze assets of those individuals and entities, who work with them, enable them and 
support them.  Any property or property interest in the US, or in the possession or control of US 
persons in which these targets have an interest are blocked, and US persons are prohibited from 
engaging in transactions with them.lxxxix 

In 2020, the Justice Department for the first time charged an alleged gang leader as a terrorist 
and is seeking the death penalty against a Virginia MS-13 member.xc 

MARYLAND GANG INITIATIVES 
The Maryland Criminal Intelligence Network (MCIN) – MCIN was established in 2017 by 
Governor Larry Hogan and is funded through the Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, 
and Victim Services.  MCIN is a partnership coordinated at the local, state, and federal level 
targeting gangs, drugs, firearms and human trafficking.  In 2020, Governor Hogan added 
Baltimore County and Harford County to the list of covered jurisdictions.  This strategy has helped 
to disrupt and dismantle over 800 criminal organizations since 2018.xci  

The Safe Schools Act - In May 2010 the Safe Schools Act was signed.  This act is intended to 
improve communication between schools and law enforcement to better address the problem of 
gang-related activity in schools.  It seeks to clarify “the authority of the juvenile court to notify 
specified school officials that a child has been found to be delinquent, in need of assistance, or in 
need of supervision and committed to a specified agency under specified circumstances; 
authorizing a court to notify specified school officials if a child found to be delinquent, in need of 
assistance, or in need of supervision is no longer committed to the custody of specified agencies; 
adding specified offenses to a specified list of offenses; etc.”xcii 

SUCCESSFUL PROSECUTIONS OF MARYLAND GANG MEMBERS 
Law enforcement and prosecutors are working diligently to prepare successful federal 
investigations, indictments, and prosecutions against Maryland gang members. This is 
particularly evident in cases against MS-13.  As of October 2020, federal prosecutors charged 
127 suspected members of MS-13, and six faced sentences of life in prison.  Justice 
Department statistics indicate that federal prosecutors have brought cases against 749 
defendants in MS-13-related cases since 2016.xciii  
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Below are additional gang-related success stories in prosecution:   

March 2019 - Two members of the Old York Money Gang were sentenced to life and 30 years in 
federal prison for charges of racketeering, murder, conspiracy to distribute drugs, conspiracy to 
use and carry a firearm; and eight counts of distribution and possession with intent to distribute 
crack cocaine, powder cocaine, and/or heroin. xciv  

May 2019 – Four members of the Murdaland Mafia Piru Bloods pled guilty to Federal 
Racketeering charges including murder, extortion, money laundering, drug distribution, witness 
retaliation, and robbery.  The Murdaland Mafia Piru is a subset of the Bloods gang that controlled 
the drug trade in large parts of northwest Baltimore and Baltimore County.xcv  

June 2019 - A 26-year-old Baltimore man was sentenced to life in prison for several murders, 
stabbings and shootings he committed as a member of BGF.  He was convicted of racketeering 
conspiracy, conspiracy to distribute and possess with intent to distribute controlled substances, 
and possession of a firearm by a convicted felon. xcvi  

Sept 2019 – A member of MS-13 was sentenced to 51 months and three years of supervised 
release for extorting from area businesses. The convicted individual was a member of the Langley 
Park clique and extorted weekly payments from drug dealers, brothers, unlicensed stores, and 
legitimate food and beverage sellers.xcvii 

October 2020 - A federal grand jury indicted 10 alleged members of the Eight Trey Gangsta 
(ETG) Crips gang in Baltimore with racketeering and drug conspiracies, murder and assault with 
a dangerous weapon in aid of racketeering, robbery, and related firearms charges.xcviii  

June 2021 - Kevin Alexis Rodriguez-Flores of Annandale, Virginia was sentenced to 30 years in 
federal prison for conspiracy to participate in a racketeering enterprise and conspiracy to destroy 
and conceal evidence related to the murder of a MS-13 gang member.  Rodriguez-Flores pled 
guilty to participating in the murder of a 16-year-old boy who was stabbed and cut more than 100 
times before his body was set on fire.xcix 

 

CONCLUSION 
There is an assemblage of street gangs, prison gangs (STGs), and Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs 
(OMGs) throughout the state of Maryland. These gangs strive to evade law enforcement by 
habitually changing monikers, methods of communication and rules of operation.  The most 
pervasive Maryland street gang is the Bloods, yet MS-13 is, by far, the most violent. 

Pockets of gang activity have wreaked havoc in certain areas of the state. However, through 
gang-dismantling initiatives, gang-targeting legislation, and state of the art information-sharing 
software, law enforcement and prosecutors have apprehended and sentenced a wide scope of 
violent gang members.  It is through continued diligence and subsequent funding from federal 
and state agencies that the disruption of gang networks continues.   

Specialized Gang Analysis Branches must remain steadfast in targeting and apprehending gang 
members. In some areas of the United States, police departments lie victim to budgetary 
constraints and police de-funding. This is a potential vulnerability; without a concerted, specialized 
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focus on gang dismantlement, drugs and violent crime will surge statewide. Gang-prevention 
strategies in Maryland communities must also continue to offset the tenacious recruitment of new 
members at young ages.   

Looking ahead, it is important to remember that gangs quickly change methods to prevent 
detection. Ghost guns, for example, are privately-made firearms that contain no serial numbers.  
Ghost guns are popular with area gangs because kits are easy to purchase and require no 
background check. Ghost guns are legally obtained and untraceable and will continue plaguing 
Maryland streets until they are outlawed.  

Drug, sex and weapons trafficking are widespread and will continue if money is being made.  
Hybrid gangs will continue to expand and are difficult to track because of their composition.  Years 
ago, gangs would solely compete; now they can co-exist and collaborate if it means that the 
financial gain is higher.   

The use of social media in the gang world will grow.  New phone applications such as Threema, 
allowing for full anonymity in communication, will be more heavily utilized. 

Because trends are changing, law enforcement must remain diligent in finding ways to build cases 
with these considerations in mind.  
  

 APPENDIX - RESOURCES 
STATEWIDE GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 
Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and Victim Services 
The Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and Victim Services provides resources to 
improve public safety in Maryland. They have access to federal and state grant funds and can aid 
many Maryland entities. 

http://www.goccp.maryland.gov 
 

Maryland Inmate Community Services Locator (MD-ICSL) 
The MD-ICSL, operated by the Maryland Department of Corrections, is a website with an online 
directory for inmate resources including mental health and substance abuse services.  

http://www.mdcsl-dpscs.org 
 

Maryland Attorney General’s Office 
www.oag.state.md.us 
 

Maryland Department of Juvenile Services 
https://djs.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx 
 

 

http://www.goccp.maryland.gov/
http://www.mdcsl-dpscs.org/
http://www.oag.state.md.us/
https://djs.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx
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Maryland Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services 
www.dpscs.state.md.us 

Maryland Suicide Prevention Program 
https://health.maryland.gov/bha/suicideprevention/ 

Call 211, press “1” 
 

National Gang Center 
https://nationalgangcenter.ojp.gov 

STATEWIDE FUSION AND REGIONAL INFORMATION CENTERS 
The Maryland Coordination and Analysis Center (MCAC) was established as a model facility for 
the analysis and dissemination of information in statewide support of law enforcement, public 
health and welfare, public safety and homeland security. The Citizens of Maryland can also use 
it as a centralized location to forward any “Tips” on suspected gang and criminal activity. 

Maryland Coordination and Analysis Center (MCAC) 
Baltimore, Maryland   
www.mcac.maryland.gov  
1-800-492-TIPS (8477) 

Regional Information Centers 
Located throughout the state, these centers act independently, but also in cooperation with the 
MCAC. The centers allow citizens to call or electronically leave “tips” on suspected gang and 
criminal activity. Information will be processed and subsequently referred to the respective law 
enforcement agency that would have jurisdiction. 

Southern Maryland Information Center (SMIC) 
Waldorf, Maryland   
www.smictf.com 
smic@ccso.us 
1-301-609-5939 

Eastern Shore Information Center (ESIC) 
Salisbury, Maryland   
esic.mcac@maryland.gov 

Western Maryland Information Center (WMIC) 
Frederick, Maryland   
wmic.mcac@maryland.gov 
1-866-969-9642 

 

 

 

  

For more information on gang news in Maryland, visit the Maryland 
Coordination and Analysis Center (MCAC) website at: 
 

http://www.mcac.maryland.gov/newsroom/Gang%20News 

http://www.dpscs.state.md.us/
https://health.maryland.gov/bha/suicideprevention/
https://nationalgangcenter.ojp.gov/
http://www.mcac.maryland.gov/
http://www.smictf.com/
mailto:esic.mcac@maryland.gov
mailto:wmic.mcac@maryland.gov
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